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931 July 5, 1907 

INDIA. 

Re-port from Calcutta — Cholera, plague, and smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports. May 30 : 

Week ended May 18, 1907. 56 deaths from cholera. 203 from 
plague, and 34 from smallpox in Calcutta. 

In Bengal, during the same week. 1,750 cases and 1.730 deaths from 
plague. 

In India during the week ended May 11, 1907, there were 91,275 
cases and 82,400 deaths from plague, and during the week ended May 
18, 1907, 77,005 cases and 67,681 deaths from plague. 

Plague mortality in India — Plague epidemic in the Punjab — Epi- 
demic cholera in Kashmir. 

The following is received from Consul-General Michael, at Cal- 
cutta, under dates of May 7 and 29 : 

Plague cases increase rapidly in number in February, or toward 
the end of the cold weather, continue to increase through March, and 
reach the maximum death rate in April, generally in the last week. 
From that date a decline in the number of cases and deaths should 
be perceptible, and the decline should continue during the hot, dry 
weather of June and July. This year has been, so far. an exceptional 
one. The rise in mortality from plague has gone on with terrible 
strides and is still raging. 

It is believed by officials who have had long and varied experience 
in India that the reported deaths from plague do not cover more 
than (SO per cent of the actual number. 

The Punjab is the plague center in India at this writing. In 
some places it is raging to such an extent as to stop government 
public works. On the head works of the Jhelum Canal 1,000 coolies 
Mere discharged last week on account of the plague, and the work on 
the head works stopped. The population of Rusval Punjab was 
1,000 two weeks ago; now it is less by 300, that number having died 
within a few days. It was reported that the remainder were aban- 
doning the village huts and seeking shelter. Five corpses were buried 
together in one hole in the ground, and others were abandoned by 
their friends who left them and fled. Deplorable conditions exist in 
some localities on account of the ravages of the disease. 

May 17. — Cholera continues to be epidemic in Kashmir at this date. 
Two hundred and twelve new cases occurred during the week ended 
May 17. Of these fresh cases 148 died. The total number of cases 
reported since the disease broke out is 7.089, and 3,853 deaths. 

May 27. — For the week ended May 11 reports show a diminu- 
tion of plague, except in the Punjab, where the disease still rages 
furiously, the deaths having risen from 51.305 to 60,486 from the 
previous week ended May 4. In Bombay. Madras. Bengal, and the 
United Provinces the decrease of the fatal cases during the same 
period was from 19,982 to 17,057. The deaths during the week were 
fewer in Burma, Central Provinces, Hyderabad State, and Kashmir. 
Increase is reported in Mysore State, central India. Eajputana, and 
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